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SPAN 350 - Spanish Civilization 
Fall 2013 
 
Dr. David Knutson  
Dept. of Modern Languages 
 
Telephone: 513 745-4240  knutson@xavier.edu 
Office: Schott 805 
 
Class Schedule 
SPAN 306  10:00 – 11:15 am Tue & Thu   
SPAN 350  11:30 am - 12:45 pm Tue & Thu  
SPAN 202  2:30 – 3:45 pm Tue & Thu 
 
Office Hours 
9:00 – 9:45 am Tuesday & Thursday 
1:30 – 3:00 pm Monday & Wednesday 
also by appointment 
 
Dr. Knutson welcomes consultations on matters relating to this class or to any topic that 
affects your academic life. You are invited to take full advantage of his availability and 
willingness to meet with students.  
 
Course Description   This course challenges you with the panoramic exploration of the 
geography, history, civilization, and culture of Spain. We will consider major cultural currents of 
periods from prehistory to the present, emphasizing the understanding of internal and external 
events in Spain’s history in order to place the Hispanic presence in a world context. 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Upon successful completion of the course activities, each student should: 
 
• retain a general understanding of the most notable aspects of Spanish civilization, 
with the ability to recall specific features and events. 
• understand the historical and cultural development of Spain in relation to other 
nations in the world. 
• relate historical and cultural material with other experiences in the 
Spanish-speaking world. 
• continue to expand skills in written and spoken Spanish. 
 
These objectives prepare students to meet items 1b, 1c, and 2b  
of the XU Modern Language Standards. 
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Text 
 
Muñoz, Pedro M. and Marcelino C. Marcos. España. Ayer y hoy. 2nd Ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Prentice Hall, 2010. 
 
Electronic Textbook 
http://www.coursesmart.com/0077284755?__professorview=false&__instructor=1808006 
 
 
 
Course Activities & Evaluation 
 
Class attendance & participation: (10%)  Attendance is a fundamental component in this course. 
Class discussion will often be included in exams. The instructor will take roll at the beginning of 
each class. At the end of the semester, the professor will evaluate each student evaluated based on 
consistent levels of responses to questions, contributions to class discussions, and analysis of 
readings and other material. Logically, you will receive low participation grades if you do not 
attend class, or if you do not participate in class. 
Participation scale:  
0-59 = unacceptable level of participation 
60-69 = almost no participation 
70-79 = minimal participation, particularly demonstrated by poor preparation 
80-89 = unoriginal participation, with only repetition of the ideas of others 
90-100 = participation indicating full preparation and a critical, original treatment of the 
material 
Additionally, students who miss more than two classes without justification will have two points 
per absence deducted from their final grade average. Illness, university activities, and other 
conflicts generally are excused, but you should speak with the instructor in the case of any 
absences. 
 
Quizzes & Written Assignments: (10%) The instructor will give several short objective in-class 
quizzes covering the day’s assigned text reading or other topics. There also will be several written 
or on-line homework assignments, explained in class as needed. You must submit these 
assignments on their due dates. There will be no credit for late work. 
 
In-class oral presentations (3): (10%) Students will choose current news, social, and cultural topics 
for two short individual presentations (3-5 minutes). Students also will work in teams for a 
presentation on a region of Spain. The presentations must be engaging, relevant, coherent, and be 
given in correct Spanish. The instructor will pass a calendar during the second or third week of 
classes. 
 
Research: (20%) In consultation with the instructor each student will choose a research topic for 
the semester. Subjects for research must relate to Spanish Peninsular civilization, and must not 
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repeat specific international experience or work done in previous classes. The project should 
approach expression of a critical, analytic response to a thesis statement about a topic, going 
beyond a descriptive report. Students will write a traditional research paper of five to seven pages 
on the subject, preparing each step of the project in accordance with the dates specified below: 
October 31: E-mail topic to instructor 
November 19: E-mail written outline with bibliography 
Optional: Submit complete or partial draft(s) to the instuctor 
December 12 (last class day): Submit final version of research project 
The paper should be written in MLA format. The instructor will adhere to these dates and will 
deduct 2 points from the project’s final grade for each day beyond the deadline that a student 
submits each assignment. 
 
Exams (2): (50%) There will one mid-term exam (25%), covering unit material (October 12), and 
a final, comprehensive exam (25%). The dates are repeated on the course calendar below. 
Students must take each exam as scheduled with the class. Makeups are not offered. If you 
miss the mid-term exam for a valid reason, the instructor will count the final exam twice; likewise, 
a missed final exam will count the mid-term twice. The final exam must be taken as scheduled, on 
Friday, December 14. 
 
Grades The evaluations of class activities will be averaged by the percentage weights 
specified and the final grade determined with the departmental grading scale: 
 
A 100-93 
A-  92-90 
B+ 89-87 
B 86-83 
B- 82-80 
C+ 79-77 
C 76-73 
C- 72-70 
D+ 69-67 
D 66-63 
D- 62-60 
F 59 and below 
 
Academic Honesty You should be aware of the University policy on Academic 
Honesty, excerpted here from the University Catalog: 
http://catalog.xavier.edu/content.php?catoid=8&navoid=311#Academic_Honesty. This policy 
applies to all courses in the Department of Modern Languages. 
 
“All work submitted for academic evaluation must be the student’s own. Certainly, the 
activities of other scholars will influence all students. However, the direct and unattributed use of 
another’s efforts is prohibited as is the use of any work untruthfully submitted as one’s own. 
Penalties for violations of this policy may include one or more of the following: a zero for that 
assignment or test, an “F” in the course, and expulsion from the University.” 
 
Your instructor may use plagiarism detecting software, such as Turn-It-In, to review your written 
assignments. Penalties for violations can be severe, so you must be sure to submit only your own 
work in this and all of your classes. 
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Course Calendar 
 
The following calendar is provisional and may be adjusted in accordance to the needs of the class. 
The instructor will announce any changes with adequate notice. 
 
 
27 de agosto  presentación del curso 
Pre-lectura: El medio físico - Leer p. 1-8 
 
29 Cap. 1, 9-20 “De Iberia a Hispania” 
 
3 de septiembre Cap 2, 22-34 “La Edad Media” 
 
5 34-44, Cap. 3, 46-55 “Los nuevos cristianos” 
 
7 55-60; 62-67 
 
10 Cap. 4, 69-89 
 
12 Cap. 5, 91-107 “Siglo XVIII 
 
17 Biblioteca 
 
19 Career Services 
 
24  Cap. 5, cont 
 
26 Cap. 6, 109-124 “Siglo XIX” 
 
1 de octubre 124-133 
 
3   Examen 1 
 
8 festivo universitario – no hay clase 
 
10  Cap. 7, 135-150 “Siglo XX” 
 
15  150-156; 178-184 
 
17 biblioteca 
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22 185-190, 156-159 
 
24 159-166, 190-203 
 
29 205-220, 223-228 
 
31 E-mail research topic to instructor 
 
5 de noviembre Cap. 10, 230-247 “Regiones” 
 
7 Cap. 11, 249-271 “Lenguas” 
 
12 Cap. 12, 273-292 “Población” 
 
14 Cap. 12, cont. 
 
19 Cap. 13, 294-310 “Familia y sociedad” 
 E-mail research paper outline & bibliography 
 
21 Cap. 13, cont. 
 
26 Cap. 14, 310-340 “Minorías” 
 
28  festivo – no hay clase 
 
3 de diciembre Cap. 14, cont. 
 
5 Cap. 15, 342-349 
 
10 350-360 
 
12 repaso 
fin de curso 
submit research paper 
 
 
Examen final - TBD 
 
